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But, mark you, I found that about every five or six years I had fresh audiences, that plays would bear repeating again and again, and by a peculiar economic method of my own I was enabled to repeat them without any very great expense. "Well, if that could be done by me as a humble individual, why could it not be done by the Government of this country ? "Why could not a subsidised theatre, upon a moderate scale of expense, be added to the late educational scheme, by which children are forced somehow or other into school ?
" I maintain, from the experience of eighteen years, that the perpetual iteration of Shakespere's words, if nothing more, going on daily for so many months in the year, must and would produce a great effect upon the public mind. Moreover, I have at this moment in my possession hundreds of letters from men of all sorts and conditions who came to see me at Sadlers Wells as boys, and who have written to me as men to say that they received their first glimpse of education at that theatre. T^ey have gone on improving in the world, doing thi^s and that, and the other which I cannot tell as I havje not time, but I have those letters in my house in-proof of what I say.
" If I could find any member of Parliament (which I fear is hopeless) I would willingly devoteood fellows inhind it.
